
 

 

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
Arnie Miller 

Shalom, 

I hope all is well with everyone. Last week we completed 

our Holocaust Remembrance Day programs in Lorain 

County. They were a huge success! We educated 1250 

students Thursday morning, May 7th, close to 600 students 

Friday morning, May 8th and about 1,000 adults from the 

community on the evening of Thursday, May 7th. Thursday 

morning, 97-year-old Holocaust survivor Art Gelbart 

spoke; Thursday night, 91-year-old Rose Gelbart (Art’s 

wife) spoke; and Friday morning, child-survivor Helen 

Marks spoke. 
 

Jeff Schoep, a former neo-Nazi, spoke at all three programs. 

Jeff ran the Nazi party in America for 27 years until he 

turned 180 degrees in 2019 and now speaks all over the 

world about how he realizes now that he was wrong. The 

title of his talk was From Hate to Humanity. 

 

I spent a great amount of time with Jeff and his girlfriend 

Acacia, and I walked away with a great deal of respect and 

admiration for both. Not only that, they had the courage to 

walk away from a world of hate when they realized it was 

wrong. Now, they spend their lives trying to repair the 

world, talking to students and adults about how change is 

possible, and helping get people out of hate groups. Two 

months ago, Jeff was flown to Oslo, Norway, where he 

spoke at the Nobel Peace Prize building. 

 

I am very pleased with the tremendous amount of work 

that Debbie and Jay Schmitt and I put into this program. 

If anyone would like to see it, I should have a video of it 

soon. In the next Community News, I will explain how 

anyone who is interested can view it. 

 

Thank you and G-d Bless, 

Arnie
 

  

 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the first 

edition of our new temple newsletter. It’s a 

place to share in our community’s life, 

celebrate our traditions, and stay connected 

with one another. We hope it reflects the 

warmth, resilience, and spirit that defines our 

congregation. Within these pages, you will find 

ABI news, updates, and opportunities to 

engage in our shared journey. 

 

Since Sue Lang announced her retirement after 

many years, we are working on a new 

newsletter format. It is a work-in-progress, and 

we appreciate your patience as we adjust 

things. Each quarter, you will find a new issue 

online at: abitemplelorain.com 

 

Please continue to send us your comments, 

questions, obituaries, and letters. The postal 

address is: Community News, 1715 Meister Rd., 

Lorain, OH 44053. 

The email address is: 

abicommunitynews@gmail.com 

 

May this season bring you peace, strength, and 

moments of meaning. 

 

Shalom, 

Mary Szekely 

WELCOME 

abitemplelorain.com
mailto:abicommunitynews@gmail.com?subject=ABI%20Community%20News
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News from Mark Jaffee, Ritual Director 

I have been active during the past month with 

several events. The Annual Banquet of the Lorain 

Veterans Council, 2026 Veteran of the Year was 

Saturday, April 18. It was held at the Italian 

American Veterans Post #1. This year’s sponsor 

and official host was the Lorain Jewish War 

Veterans Post 222. Zack Simonoff, Vice-

Commander of JWV, served as Master of 

Ceremonies assisted by Steve Smith, Commander 

of JWV. I delivered the Invocation and Blessing 

over the Food at the beginning of the program and 

the Benediction at the end. Shari Rabin was the 

featured speaker. Her topic was Jewish Soldiers in 

the Civil War. At the conclusion of the program, 

Zack was installed as the April 2026–April 2027 

President of the Lorain Veterans Council. The 

synagogue sponsored one of the tables for the 

event, and in attendance were Steve and Gail 

Smith, Zack Simonoff, Lisa Swenski, Mark and 

Kathy Jaffee, Sheila Evenchik, Ron Kahn, Arnie 

Milner, Shari Rabin and Matt Berkman. 

 
Seated: 
Kathy Jaffee, Ron 
Kahn, Sheila 
Evenchik 
Back Row: Mark 
Jaffee, Zack 
Simonoff, Steve 
Smith 

 

 

Wednesday, April 22, I participated in a Zoom call 

with the Ohio Small Congregations cohort. Other 

attendees included Jason Frieman, the President of 

Temple B’nai Abraham, and representatives from 

synagogues in Marion and Hamilton. Individuals 

from other congregations such as Ashtabula, 

Athens, Wooster, Piqua and others who normally 

attend these sessions were unable to be online that 

evening. Noah Levine from the Jewish Community 

Legacy Project conducted the meeting. The 

purpose of the meeting was to determine the scope 

of activity for three areas of concentration: 

• Sharing individual congregations’ programs; 

open invitation for all to attend 

• Addressing common issues 

• Cohort-sponsored programs 

We recommended to 

continue meeting on a 

quarterly basis to share 

information and/or 

discuss common issues of 

synagogue life, which are 

the first two cohort areas 

of concentration. The 

committee also recommended a three-fold 

program schedule for 2026-2027: 

• A cohort-sponsored program on the situation 

in Israel, scheduled for November or December 

• Agudath B’nai Israel Synagogue to share our 

Exploring Jewish Thought program with the 

other congregations 

• Temple B'nai Abraham to share our Adult 

Education Series with the other congregations 

 

Members of the cohort will make 

recommendations for scholars to conduct the 

program on Israel. Noah will compile the 

information and send it to the advisory committee 

for their opinions. If all choices are attractive, then 

perhaps a series could be developed over the 

course of the year. 

 

On Friday, April 24, Sheila Evenchik invited me on 

behalf of the Lakeland Women’s Club to present a 

talk about Jewish Fairy Tales at their monthly 

luncheon meeting. Kathy and I attended the meeting 

held at the Emerald Party Center in Avon. We had 

an excellent lunch and I had a lot of fun talking 

about common characteristics of fairy tales in 

every culture, what makes Jewish fairy tales 

Jewish, and I shared two examples of my favorite 

Jewish fairy tales, Elijah’s Violin and Walking 

Between the Raindrops, also known as The Witches 

of Askelon. 
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What We Learn from 

History 

Deborah was a prophetess and a 
judge. Read about her in the Book of 
Judges. She was the only female judge 
mentioned in the Bible, and you could 
say that she was also a military leader; 
she directed the Israelite general 
named Barak to obey God's 
instructions so Barak would lead the 
Hebrew forces and attack the King of 
Canaan. Barak did so. Chapter 5 of the 
Book of Judges begins with a victory 
song after the triumphant battle. I do 

not know if Deborah was the first woman named Deborah, but 
the Biblical Deborah is certainly the earliest and most prominent 
woman with that name. 

I do not know if Devora Jacobs (with a slight variation in the 
transliterated spelling) has a name inspired by the ancient 
Deborah, but I would not be surprised. Who is Devora Jacobs? 
She and her husband, Rabbi Mendel Jacobs, are the directors of 
the Chabad of the West Side, established by them in Westlake, 
Ohio, in 2015. I saw Rabbi Mendel and Rebbetzin Devora 
Jacobs at the Palace Theatre at the Holocaust Remembrance 
program. Rabbi Jacobs, shown here, sang the prayer El Malei 

Rachamim, a prayer often sung at 
Jewish funerals, but he sang it as a 
memorial to the six million Jews 
murdered in the Holocaust. The rabbi 
has a strong, rich voice. Even more 
impressive were the fervor and angst -- 
the emotion he brought to the prayer. 
There was a mournfulness to his 
chanting and a depth of heart and 

heartache. I could hear in the rabbi's incantations an implicit 
acknowledgment that he was the descendant of long-ago Jews 
who died as martyrs. His voice resonated with the weight of 
cruelty wrought against Jews, one generation after another. The 
deaths of the six million during the Shoah are further examples of 
the horrors Jews have endured for centuries. Rabbi Jacobs 

moved me. Saige Hoffman, shown at 
left, is a music major from Oberlin 
College Conservatory of Music, sang 
Eli, Eli. She, too, has a beautiful voice. 
The song Eli, Eli was written by Hannah 
Senesh, a Jewish freedom fighter who 
was captured and executed during 
World War II at age 23. The Hannah 

Senesh Project at will be online soon. The project manager is 
ABI's Diane Britt.

A Continuing Debate 

There is a long tradition of serious debate in Judaism that 
extends to Agudath B'nai Israel. The Latke-Hamantash Debate is 
a tradition that began at the University of Chicago in 1946 and 
continues there annually. I didn't know at the time that the 
competitive merits of Chanukah versus Purim transcended 
Illinois state lines. Ritual Director, Mark Jaffee, since informed 
me it does: Decades later, ABI hosted a Latke-Hamantash 
debate of its own. A debate was held here between Professor 
Stephen Werber, representing Temple B'nai Abraham and 
hamantashen, and advocating for latkes was our very own 
Mr. Jaffee. They are both intensely serious scholars, and yet 
could not come to a clear conclusion of which is better: the 
Chanukah latke or the Purim hamantash. If we Jews are 
flummoxed by the correct spelling of Chanukah/Hanukkah, how 
are we expected to settle on which food is better? If forced to 
choose, I choose to waffle (please forgive the accidental pun.) 
 
The Debate Continues & Continues 
Let us turn to another major Jewish holiday fostering intellectual 
confusion. Much of the Passover Haggadah revolves around 
debate. How many plagues did God smite upon the Egyptians at 
the Red Sea? Depending on how you examine the fingers of 
God, the answer might be 50, 200, or 250. Mark Jaffee, a retired 
math teacher, hasn't yet pondered this theological quandary at 
Second Seder. Perhaps next year he will address the matter? 
 
The story of Deborah, the prophetess/judge raised questions in 
my feeble mind. A few paragraphs back, I told you how it was 
likely that Devora Jacobs' first name might find a righteous 
predecessor in the name of the Biblical judge, Deborah. I did 
further research and discovered facts about Deborah herself! 
Coincidences? I do not know, but I will share my thoughts here 
for the first time: 
1. Deborah lived sometime between 1200 BCE and 1067 BCE. 

The exact dates are uncertain. She left behind no checkbooks 
or receipts. 

2. Surprise! She, I sincerely believe, was a baker as well as a 
prophetess and judge! Deborah, I contend, was the inventor 
of the Nutty Buddy bar, a delicious chocolate concoction. The 
Nutty Buddy bar is long and shaped like the rectangular poles 
we saw carrying the holy ark of the covenant in the Indiana 
Jones movie, Raiders of the Lost Ark. Coincidence? 

3. Further proof: consider the relevant names. Deborah baked, 
and I surmise her direct descendant, Little Debbie, also 
bakes. Connect the dots: Little Debbie, was presumably born 
Little Deborah, and if there is no connection, then why the 
heck do we at ABI serve Little Debbie's nourishing Nutty 
Buddies at Shabbat kiddush? We honor Deborah; we honor 
Little Debbie. It also explains why Nutty Buddies are certified 
Kosher!  

…with thoughts of Helen 
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4. FYI, on Shabbat we also serve doughnuts from Gibson's 
Bakery in Oberlin. Little Debbie does not monopolize our 
kiddush desserts. Little Debbie believes it's a mitzvah to 
share. Also, Gibson's Bakery has a connection to ABI, but it is 
not Biblical.; former ABI member, Eric Zagrans, (now 
relocated to Columbus) was an expert witness in a Gibson's 
Bakery legal case (a saga for another time. Perhaps it will 
appear in an amended version of the Book of Judges.) 

5.  Back to the debate! Did Deborah create the first Nutty 
Buddy? Or was each piece of manna, which sustained 
wandering Jews in the desert for 40 years, a Nutty Buddy 
bar? 

6. Exodus XVI, chapter 31: "...like wafers made with honey." 
That's a Nutty Buddy bar! And they are nourishing. I could live 
exclusively on Nutty Buddies for 40 years. 

7. We learn from the Torah that manna did not last long. It was 
made fresh by God six days a week, with a double portion 
preceding Shabbat. We associate freshness with manna; the 
Torah tells us it spoiled easily. Similarly, we also associate 
Little Debbie baked goods with freshness. As best I 

understand it, that is the reason why 
Nutty Buddies come wrapped in 
cellophane: to keep them as fresh as 
manna. 
At least, that's what I believe! 

From the ABI Community News of Aug./Sept. 
1993: Our "Unique" Shabbat Kiddush 
“Our Shabbat kiddush describes the atmosphere of Shabbat 
observance in giving thanks for our sustenance. It provides time 
for visiting and some discussion; offers the opportunity to 
celebrate a simcha (happy occasion) or to memorialize our loved 
ones with our friends and families in the warmth of our second 
home. The basic kiddush menu includes: gefilte fish, herring, 
tuna salad, egg salad, challah, crackers, peanut-butter and jelly, 
tea, and decaf coffee. Kuchen ($3.25 each) and Kugel ($25 for 
45 pieces) are available if ordered.” 

Thirty-three years later, many of those items still function as the 
basis for our Shabbat lunch. A few alterations. Ma Nishtana? 
Why is the current kiddush different from all other kiddushes? In 
2026, we have two types of herring: with and without cream. We 
have paper plates, Styrofoam cups, and cans of pop. (Only 
outsiders call it soda. And that's a plug for Mark Dobrow, stage 
manager of the Broadway, Tony-winning play of the same name, 
The Outsiders, not soda. End of tangent.) Gefilte fish served with 
white horseradish has made a recent resurgence at our 
luncheon. Bagels, lox, and cream cheese show up on special 
occasions. Kugel, too. Kuchen? No, sorry, no kuchen. Probably 
because, unlike the revered Nutty Buddy, the kuchen cannot be 
traced to Deborah, to Little Debbie, or to the Old Testament. 

Oh yes readers, you can sponsor a kiddush. Just call 
the ABI office at 440-282-3307. Speak to Mary Szekely 

or Sheila Evenchik, or ask for Little Debbie  
 

 Exploring Jewish Thought 
Exploring Jewish Thought. is ABI's annual collection of lectures, 
numbering five this year, and stretching weekly from February 17 
to March 18. The series featured diverse speakers such as, 
Rabbis Shena Jaffee, Enid Lader, and Mendel Jacobs; ABI Ritual 
Director Mark Jaffee; and Shari Rabin. 

Shari Rabin is a member of ABI and an 
associate professor of Jewish Studies and 
Religion at Oberlin College. Her husband, 
Matt Berkman, is an assistant professor of 
Jewish Studies and her daughter, Maggie 
Rabin-Berkman, is an unaccredited advisor, 
specializing in toddler and juvenile aspects of 
Judaism. Shari's 2025 book, The Jewish 

South: An American History, served as the basis for her ABI 
lecture. In an hour, she surveyed southern American history, 
starting with the arrival of Jews in the U.S. South. By the Civil 
War, Jews had lived there for over a hundred years, and that 
inevitably meant there were Jews who accepted, and participated 
in, slavery. Timeline 1948, Truman integrated American armed 
forces, and 1954 saw Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark 
U.S. Supreme Court decision, to eliminate segregation in public 
schools. Or perhaps I should say eliminating segregation since 
many southern schools resisted integration. In the 1950s and 
1960s, Rabbis in the South were in a bind-- should they speak 
from the pulpit in support of Civil Rights or stay quiet? Shari 
Rabin explained, some of their congregants supported the status 
quo, and some opposed Jim Crow but were afraid because Jews 
were a minority in the white power structure. Their fear was 
legitimate. Livelihoods could be affected by speaking out: 
goodbye to jobs, not to mention their very lives. In 1967, the 
synagogue of Congregation Beth Israel in Meridian, Mississippi, 
was bombed by the Ku Klux Klan. But times change (note the 
sarcasm!) On January 10, 2026, the similarly named Beth Israel 
Congregation in Jackson, Mississippi (the oldest synagogue in 
Mississippi) was the victim of arson fire. 

Let's check more historical dates. August 17, 1915 was not that 
long ago. My Aunt Tillie, who passed away in 2024 at age 110, 
was one year old. Leo Frank, a Jewish-American, was lynched at 
age 31 in Marietta, Georgia on that August date in 1915. On 
June 21, 1964, the civil rights activists James Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman, and Michael Schwerner were murdered in Neshoba 
County, Mississippi. Chaney was 21, born in Mississippi, black, 
and Catholic. Goodman was 20, born in New York City, white, 
and Jewish. Schwerner was 24, born 10 miles northeast of NYC, 
white, and Jewish. I do not know of any American rabbis 
murdered at the height of the 1950s-60s Civil Rights Movement. 
Shari Rabin can correct me if I am wrong. Shari talked about the 
bravery of the Southern rabbis who spoke up in their shuls, and 
who demonstrated in places like Selma. Let me emphasize that 
these were Southern rabbis; some Northern rabbis were also 
activists, but the risk level was clearly lower in the North. 
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Not everything in the Exploring Jewish Thought series was as 
ominous as Shari Rabin's overview of American history. Rabbi 
Enid Lader once again showed us slides of magnificent artwork. 
Her topic was Moses & Mount Sinai: Through the Artistic Lenses 
of Rembrandt, Michelangelo, and Chagall. 
Mark Jaffee's topic was Jewish Funeral and Mourning Traditions. 
Very few of us know what truly goes on behind the scenes of a 
Jewish funeral. Mark gave us specific details, ranging from the 
purification of the corpse to the interment in the ground at the 
cemetery. And he brought props, including a shroud. He 
explained mourning periods, what is carved on a tombstone, and 
the unveiling of the tombstone. In his final steps, he touched on 
visiting the gravesite in subsequent years and the custom of 
leaving small stones as markers. 

Three weeks before Pesach, Rabbi Mendel Jacobs spoke on 
Dayenu: More Than Just a Song. We know from countless 
seders that it would have been sufficient if God had brought us 
out from Egypt and not executed judgment against the 
Egyptians. It would have been sufficient if God had slain the 
Egyptian first-born and not given us their treasure. It would have 
been sufficient had He fed us manna and not given us the 
Sabbath. (Another manna reference!) And it would have been 
sufficient if Rabbi Jacobs had only talked for five minutes. But we 
were grateful and had the good fortune of listening to him for an 
entire hour. Dayenu! 

What's Next for American Jews? 
From the Exploring Jewish Thought series, Rabbi Shana Potter 
Jaffee's lecture was Being Jewish in the 21st Century. Back in 
November 2024, this topic was the focus of much attention at the 
annual ABI congregation meeting. It has been the point of many 
discussions since. Congregants have asked, “What's the future 
of ABI? We have an aging population. How do we increase our 
membership? What's the image of ABI? What activities appeal to 
non-members? What's our reason for continuing to exist as a 
synagogue? How do we grow and prosper?” Rabbi Shana Jaffee 
confronted us with many cold, hard facts about the state of 
contemporary American Judaism. One relevant fact is 72% of 
Jewish families who are not Orthodox have a non-Jewish 
member. I don't know exactly how family and family member 
were defined in that research. Family might consist of an 
extended family, not immediate family. Just the same, 72% is a 
tantalizing figure that surprised some of us who attended. Rabbi 
Jaffee discussed the changes in demographics. We have come a 
long way since the days of the Baby Boom synagogue located at 
Ninth & Reid in Lorain. That was an era in which intermarriage 
was a rarity. We heard about programs such as 18Doors and 
Honeymoon Israel that aim to expand involvement in local 
Jewish communities. Rabbi Shana Jaffee bluntly described 
factors that alienate interfaith families from participating and how, 
instead, we might create communities of belonging.

Yom HaShoah 
The complete Hebrew name is Yom HaZikaron laShoah ve-
laG'vurah. The English translation is Holocaust and Heroism 
Remembrance Day. This year the actual day began at sundown 
on Monday, April 13. Why did we have the Holocaust Memorial 
programs on May 7 and May 8? I don't know the specifics, but 
sometimes the dates of the Palace Theater programs are based 
on reality, like when the theater and the speakers are available. 
We did not ignore the April 13 date; we marked Yom HaShoah 
with a service in front of ABI's Holocaust Memorial (left) located 

on the wall in the foyer. 
Sixteen people attended 
and Arnie Milner 
conducted the service. I 
sang Eli, Eli, and Janice 
Carrick sang El Malei 
Rachamim. We lit seven 
yahrzeit candles and we 
remembered the dead. 

Sharing 
ABI president, Arnie Milner, is a constant presence at Agudath 
B'nai Israel services. He leads the musaf portion of the service. 
He often recites the haftorah. If he is not at a Shabbat service in 
our small chapel, it is only because he is out of town, usually in 
California visiting family. Yet, as often as Arnie attends our 
synagogue, during the winter months and extending into early 
spring, he probably goes to church more often than he goes to 
temple. Is that because he is enrolled in the International 
Religions class at Lorain County Community College? We get 
periodic visitors from enrollees of that LCCC class; they are 
required to visit a service outside their own religion, and then 
write a report on the experience. (We watch how they respond to 
gefilte fish and herring at kiddush, saying "Those shapeless 
brown blobs once were whitefish & pike. And my grandma had a 
live carp in her bathtub." They poke at the gefilte fish with their 
forks and often opt instead for the tuna or the egg salad made 
from the eggs of Mary and Jim Szekely's chickens. They like the 
new recipes that Jeanne Watkins has tried out recently -- the 
Spanish rice and her chickpea salad. And, yes, they like the 
Nutty Buddies!) But no, none of that applies to Arnie Milner. He 
goes to churches, and mosques, and schools because he is 
sharing about the Holocaust Remembrance programs. Not 
because he is a salesman, but the truth is, he is a master 
salesman. It is because he is an educator, and a masterful one at 
that. He is feverish, maybe even rabid, about spreading the 
history of the Holocaust. "Never again!" The more people know 
about what happened, the less likely we may ever again witness 
such an event. The side benefit is that he is recruiting people to 
attend the Holocaust Memorial program. My impression was that 
the 2026 attendance on the evening of May 7 far exceeded the 
2025 attendance. Perhaps because this year, the public program 
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promised the combination of two speakers: Survivor, Rose 
Gelbart, and reformed neo-Nazi, Jeff Schoep. Rose Gelbart's 
husband, Arthur Gelbart, also a survivor, spoke to the students 
on Thursday morning and survivor, Helen Marks, spoke Friday 
morning for the school kids. Or, perhaps attendance flourished 
because Arnie was aided by two other ABI members who spoke 
to outsiders. (Another reminder to say hi to Mark Dobrow and 
The Outsiders when you visit the Big Apple.) 

Mark Jaffee and Janice Carrick also addressed church groups in 
the weeks leading up to the Palace programs. Doctor Janice 
Carrick is a strong advocate for (in the words of Diana Ross) 
reaching out and touching others. I am paraphrasing Janice now, 
but not really putting words in her mouth, "There's another 
synagogue in Lorain County! Why aren't we doing more in 
cooperation with Temple B'nai Abraham?" Almost solely due to 
Janice's efforts, ABI members and TBA members came together 
on the afternoon of Sunday, May 24, for a 2-hour training 
program at ABI. The training consisted of how to perform CPR 
(Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation) and using AED (Automated 
External Defibrillators). The training was not aimed at health 
professionals, but it is 
knowledge we should all 
possess. You never know 
when an emergency might 
arise. I used to be certified 
in CPR through the Red 
Cross in California. While visiting my parents in Lorain, I had the 
unexpected experience of beginning the initial steps of CPR on a 
total stranger. It could happen to you. You could be the person 
who saves another soul. You could also be the one having a 
physical crisis, in which case you hope someone who is trained 
is there to save you. 

Even More Sharing! 
The May 24 training session is not the only shared experience 
between the Lorain shul and the Elyria shul. Recently, on 
Saturday, April 11, thirteen of ABI-ers accepted an invitation from 
TBA and attended 10:30 a.m. services on Gulf Road in Elyria. 
We heard Cantor Barr sing, with her husband, Chanan, 
accompanying her on guitar. And we got to hear the cantor 
deliver a d'var Torah. We hope to have TBA attend an ABI 
service soon. Several TBA-ers volunteered at the Holocaust 
Memorial programs, so thank you to Stan Beekman and Ken 
Frankel, both of whom volunteered in the past, and first-time TBA 
volunteers Mark Atzenhoffer and Lisa Crost. This is a good time 
to thank our volunteers from the ABI community,  too: Janice 
Carrick, Don Elliott, Bob & Brendy Ely, Leslie Emerick, Sheila 
Evenchik, Mae Garn, Kathy & Mark Jaffee, Sharon Kopronica, 
Will Lawrence, Adam Schonhiutt, Hilary Shure, Gail & Steve 
Smith, Mary Szekely, and John Wiseman. It was Will's first-time 
volunteering at the Holocaust program. Everyone else is a 
veteran volunteer. Thank you all for your contributions; the 
programs could not go on without you.

The Mind of An Antisemite 

Jeff Schoep was a key speaker at all three Holocaust 
Remembrance programs this year. He was the chairman of the 
National Socialist Movement (NSM) from 1994 until January, 
2019. The NSM is a neo-Nazi organization that was most 
prominently and infamously in the news in August, 2017 for its 
participation in the white supremacy Unite the Right rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. That is the rally where we were heard 
evil, angry shouts of "Jews will not replace us!" By 2019, Schoep 
(pronounced scoop as in Baskin Robbins ice cream) had 
renounced his neo-Nazi beliefs. And here he was in May 2026 in 
Lorain, Ohio, the International City, teaching us about his path 
from irrational hate to a gospel of love and making a difference! 
Repairing the world! Arnie Milner, ABI's perpetual power source 
behind the annual Holocaust Remembrance programs, told us 
how he could see the scars on Jeff's head, the aftermath of a 
beating by his former allies when he renounced the organization 
and its beliefs. 
 
Keep in mind that the term “Nazism” is a contraction of the 
expanded term “National Socialism”. The term socialism in this 
context has nothing to do with the term that is used, for example, 
when describing Bernie Sanders as a democratic socialist. 
Terms become perverted from their original meanings. Just read 
George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four, aka 1984. Orwell's term 
“doublethink” was inspired partially by Russian indoctrination 
terms and techniques. 1984's Ministry of Truth was an exemplar 
of the complete opposite; The Ministry of Truth specialized in 
lies. The Orwellian phrase might have inspired Stephen Colbert's 
neologism “truthiness”. I have watched a lot of movies and TV-- 
particularly many melodramas about neo-Nazis. I have an 
expectation of how white supremacists and neo-Nazis come into 
being. Racists raise children who, in turn, become racists. The 
sins of the proverbial father become the sins of the children. I 
recently watched the 1998 film, American History X. The film is 
about the making and the undoing of a neo-Nazi. The movie 
takes place in Southern California in a society where blacks, 
whites, and Latinos are at each other's throats. The film is now 
28 years old, but it feels totally contemporary. Edward Norton 
was nominated for an Academy Award as Best Actor for his 
searing portrayal of the neo-Nazi. I watched American History X 
solely because Arnie Milner told me about Mr. Schoep. I wanted 
to do a little homework before May 7, and I thought the film might 
give me some insight. Derek Vinyard, the Edward Norton role, is 
raised by a father who is a bigoted firefighter. But the father is a 
logical, somewhat subtle hater, not the caricature of let's say, 
Archie Bunker of TV's All in the Family. Watching the movie, one 
can see how indoctrination works. We witness the birth of a 
racist. It may be a cliché that we have watched too many 
melodramas, ranging from the docudrama Mississippi Burning to 
the recent satire Sinners. If it is a cliché, it is because there is 
some truth there: haters can beget haters. But the cliché is not 
the Jeff Schoep story. Jeff's grandfather and great uncle were 
Germans who fought in World War II. That was part of the 
Schoep family history, but it didn't serve as a basis for the 
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family's ideology. The Schoeps of Minnesota were Americans 
through and through, Americans who believed in American 
values, and not perversions of those values. Jeff, however, was 
fascinated by the family's German 1930s-40s past. He studied 
the past, and became radicalized, much to the dismay of his 
parents. It was the opposite of the Hollywood tale of bigots  
raising bigots. Nice people with good hearts and wise minds can 
also spawn bigots, racists, and antisemites. Otherwise, how can 
you explain the increase in haters and hate messaging in the 
2020s? Some people do get radicalized, and not all people raise 
their children to hate. I think where American History X offers 
parallels to Jeff Schoep's life is in its portrayal of Derek Vinyard's 
gradual rejection of bigotry and hatred. During his neo-Nazi 
years, Jeff Schoep was accidentally exposed to real-life 
influencers such as Daryl Davis and filmmaker Deeyah Khan. 
Deeyah Khan's documentary White Right: Meeting the Enemy 
features interviews with Jeff Schoep. You can find several 
interviews with Khan on YouTube. I have not been able to track 
down the White Right: Meeting the Enemy documentary though. 
If you find it, let me know. 

An Intriguing Follow-Up 
On Thursday, May 7, nearly a thousand people witnessed Jeff 
Schoep speak. The next evening, I encountered one of them, 
she is a middle-aged Jewish woman. She asked, "He has 
children of his own, right?" “Yes,” I said. Schoep had referred to 
his own children in his speech. I don't know how many or what 
their ages are, but I know that Jeff was 18 or 19 when he went on 
the radio and publicly exposed his Nazi beliefs. I know he was 
prominent in the neo-Nazi movement from around 1998 to 2019. 
I figure he was born in the late 1970s, or around 1980. 
 
And I know that his current girlfriend (a very nice woman) is not 
the girlfriend he had back in the day. More questions, "How did 
his children respond to his leaving the movement? What about 
his girlfriend back then? The mother of his children? Did she 
believe what he believed? What do his children think now?" I had 
no answers. These questions made me wonder if Jeff Schoep's 
life as an adult and as a father seemed to parallel the story in the 
fictional American History X. How did Jeff deal with the fact that 
he might have raised racists himself? Maybe what I called a 
cliché isn't a cliché at all. If you missed seeing Jeff Schoep 
speak, see what you can track down online. And see if you can 
find American History X. 

Until our next issue, Shalom! Hello! Goodbye! Peace! 

 

Click to watch the 
Rotten Tomatoes 

American History X 
video trailer on 

YouTube

ABI Tefillin Club 
A men’s group, Tefillin Club, was created and has been 
ongoing since December 2025. The group meets in the 
chapel at ABI on Wednesday mornings at 11 am. The 
participants learn to lay tefillin and pray the Shacharit 
(morning prayers) together, then the men go out for 
lunch at local restaurants to eat and chat. Come see 
what it is all about. We have extra sets of tefillin if you 
do not have your own. 

left-right: Adam Schonhiutt, Arnie Milner, John Wiseman 
 
Rabbi Shena Potter Jaffee Earns Degree 
Rabbi Shena Potter Jaffee 
earned her honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degree on May 8 
from the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion, from which she 
was ordained as a rabbi in 
2001. The degree is 
awarded to Reform rabbis 
ordained by HUC for 25 
years of service. Rabbi 
Jaffee has served as Hillel 
Rabbi at the University of Michigan, Associate Rabbi at Temple 
Sinai in Washington, D.C., Regional Director of Admissions at 
Hebrew Union College, and 10 years as founding Director of 
Jewish Life at the Mayerson Jewish Community Center in 
Cincinnati. Currently, she is the Director of Rabbinic Talent with 
18Doors and Honeymoon Israel. Shena commented that the 
ritual of receiving this honorary degree was very meaningful to 
her. She said, “We don’t have many opportunities to have 
milestones as adults. It was nice to connect with my classmates 
with whom I was ordained and to be honored surrounded by my 
husband, children, and parents.” Shena is married to Brian 
Jaffee, the son of Kathy and Mark Jaffee. Shena and Brian’s 
older daughter, Maya, just finished her first year at The Ohio 
State University and their younger daughter, Noa, is completing 
her junior year at Walnut Hills High School in Cincinnati. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/XfQYHqsiN5g?feature=oembed
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Rabbi Meirovich -Our Guest Cantor for 

the High Holidays

The Board of Trustees of ABI 
is happy to announce that 
Rabbi/Hazzan Moshe 
Meirovich will be our Cantor 
for the upcoming High 
Holidays. Beck Schur, our 
cantorial soloist for the past 
10 years, is unavailable this 
year. We contacted the 

Cantors Assembly and received applications from 
four candidates. Rabbi Meirovich, our top choice, 
served as Rabbi and Cantor at Ohav Shalom 
Congregation in Cincinnati for 9 years and for the 
last 16 years he has been affiliated with 
congregations in Toronto, Ontario. In addition to his 
cantorial training, he has a B.A. from Columbia 
University, a Master’s Degree in Jewish Studies 
from American University in Washington D.C., and a 
Doctor of Hebrew Letters degree from the Spertus 
Institute of Jewish Learning in Chicago. He sent us 
samples of his chanting and singing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD SEARCH 
 

Find and circle these words in the search box 

above. Answers on page 10. 

 

 Adam  Joseph 

 Belshazzar  kosher 

 burning bush  Lot 

 clean  manna 

 Creation  mitzvah 

 Daniel  mortal 

 Delilah  Orthodox 

 Esau  parable 

 Esther  Passover supper 

 Eve  ransomed 

 golden calf  redeemed 

 Gomorrah  redemption 

 Hallel  Seder 

 Haman  shiva 

 Hebrews  Sodom 

 Israelites  Tenakh 

 Jacob  Torah 

 Jonah  treif 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DYH-R3vKrZmPq-WFmA1RsqTjfahbaQgS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cy68V1U8Kcs3eRRjl6YBWpYZZIl8rAGQ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KAily9i174K-ODqlFAdXpoyLCD8GF2_6/view
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OBITUARIES  

Leonard D. Jacoby 
Leonard D. Jacoby, 83, Dies; Brought Legal Services to 

the Masses 

Leonard D. Jacoby, who as one-half of the law firm 

Jacoby & Meyers revolutionized the legal world in the 

1970s by bringing low-cost services to everyday 

Americans, and by winning the right to advertise those 

services on billboards and television. He died on Monday 

January 12, 2026 in Manhattan. He was 83. 

His stepdaughter Lindsey Schank said the death occurred 

at a hospital from complications of cardiac arrest. 

Leonard David Jacoby was born on March 27, 1942, in 

Lorain, Ohio, west of Cleveland. When he was 4, his 

parents, Nathan and Florence (Glasser) Jacoby, moved the 

family to the San Fernando Valley . 

Leonard spent two years at the University of California, 

Berkeley, before transferring to the University of 

California, Los Angeles, from which he graduated with a 

degree in history in 1964. He received his law degree 

from U.C.L.A. in 1967. 

Mr. Jacoby’s first marriage, to Barbara Rood, ended in 

divorce. He married Nancy Platt in 1979. 

Mr. Jacoby is survived by his stepdaughters Lindsey 

Shank and Laurie Arent, a daughter, Sharre Jacoby; a son 

from an earlier relationship, Tom Nelson; five 

grandchildren; and a sister, Sandra Klein. He was 

preceded in death by his sister, Daryl Saunders, in 2014. 

 

Sal Weingarten 
Sal Weingarten, 77, of Cleveland, Ohio, passed away on 

April 5, 2026 in University Hospital after complications 

from a stroke. 

Born in Rehau, Germany in 1948, Sal immigrated to the 

United States as a toddler and built a life defined by 

dedication to his family and his profession. He was 

preceded in death by his parents, Helen and Izak 

Weingarten, both holocaust survivors. 

Sal was a proud graduate of Lorain High School, Class of 

1966, and went on to earn his undergraduate degree from 

Kent State University in 1970. He later attended the Ohio 

College of Podiatric Medicine, beginning his career as a 

podiatrist, where he cared for his patients with skill and 

compassion. 

He is survived by his son David Weingarten (Jill) and 

daughter Abby Weingarten; his cherished granddaughters, 

Becker Weingarten and Miranda Nodeen; his sister, Susan 

Weingarten Levy (Bob) and his devoted partner, Rhoda 

Newman. He is also survived by a nephew, Ben Levy 

(Stefanie) and many cousins, most of whom grew up in 

Lorain. 

Sal had a deep love for Cleveland sports and was a 

lifelong fan of the Cleveland Indians Guardians). He 

found great joy in sharing his enthusiasm for the game. 

He was also an avid bridge player and at times could be 

found playing in marathon bridge games in the middle of 

the night. 

Sal will be remembered for his dedication to those he 

loved, his commitment to his work, and the lasting impact 

he made on everyone who knew him. 

 

 

 

J I J A C O B P A R A B L E I
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B R D S B T I W T T H O O E M

G E C O O U W V I I S H R M O

O D L L M V R L A N O E T P R

L E E S L T E N A K H N A T R

D E A T H A N R I T H R L I A
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MAY 2026 NEWS from Ron Alpern 

We are delighted that the premier issue of 

the Community News online edition can 

share the progress of our collaboration 

with the Western Reserve Historical Society. One convenient feature of this new format is that readers can access our ABI 

page using this link: https://www.wrhs.org/learn-discover/jewish-resources 

Many thanks to Sean Martin, the Society’s Curator for Jewish History, who worked so hard in recent months to get us to 

this point. Here is what is new on our Jewish Resources page: 

ABI in Lorain 

This section features Alan Statman’s Lorain Dry Goods profile as well as one shared 

by Peggy Morgenstern and Barbara Payne that highlights Wissman’s Jewelry. Both 

were made available since my last column was published in September. Articles, 

newsclips, and ads focused on other businesses that appeared in previous Community 

News editions are also posted in this section. Gail Smith will reach out to select 

individuals to enlist their help in reviewing the master list that can be downloaded 

there. If you have any information that should be incorporated, contact Hal Karas. 

Business profiles published in past issues of the Community News are now posted 

there. On the drawing board are plans to create a companion list of the occupations of ABI congregants. 

Lorain’s Holocaust Families 

The previous version of this page paid homage to Mr. Schoenbrun and has been significantly enhanced. It now includes 

the Cleveland Jewish News article recognizing Arnie Milner as one of the region’s 18 Difference Makers and introduces 

the congregation’s Yom HaShoah programs. It also begins to pay tribute to others who fled Europe and rebuilt their lives 

in Lorain in the years following World War II. Mark Jaffee encourages members of those families to discuss with him how 

this section could be expanded. 

Our highest priority is completing the video we will post near the top of the ABI page. The script that is already in hand 

was crafted to help introduce the page to Lorain County neighbors who may not be familiar with ABI, or those who first 

learn about the congregation when they visit the Society’s webpage. Anyone interested in reviewing photographs to 

anchor the video, should contact Mark. 

Future discussions will explore how some of the “in and around town” photos of ABI members published in recent years 

can be incorporated into the page. Another feature under consideration is an ABI Persons of Distinction section where the 

spotlight is shined on individuals like Ruth Sepsenwohl, Fannie Freedman, Art Goodman, and others who made 

distinctive contributions to the Synagogue. That section might also incorporate salutes to individuals like Gerald 

Freedman and Allan Bregman, whose impact outside Lorain are particularly noteworthy. Gerald, the son of Dr. Barney 

and Fannie Freedman is widely acclaimed for his contributions to the world of theater. Allan, the brother of past ABI 

President Harold Bregman, formed an influential talent agency in the early years of television.  

A special word of appreciation goes to Nat Fields, whose financial support via the Fields Galley Private Foundation made 

this initiative possible, and to all the ABI volunteers whose work enhances our site. 

Several references have been made to plans we hope to bring to fruition. What can be achieved in the future will largely 

depend on how much others are willing to step up and offer their help and support.  

Reach out to us with your ideas and questions: 

 
Hal Karas  414-828-3800  halkaras@yahoo.com 
Mark Jaffee  440-574-1462 docjaff06@gmail.com 
Ron Alpern  804-929-2714 ronalpern@gmail.com 

Lorain Dry Goods 

https://www.wrhs.org/learn-discover/jewish-resources


12 
www.abitemplelorain.com abicommunitynews@gmail.com  440-282-3307 

Rabbi Shena Potter 
Jaffee’s Message to the 
Abi Congregation 
April 2, 2026 
15Nissan, 5786 

Chag Sameach - Happy 

Passover 
 

Once again, such a joy to be together - to celebrate, to 

remember and to share this holiday with dear family and 

friends - what a privilege. As we sat down to our Seders 

last night or plan to do so this evening, I’m thinking 

about the ritual of it all –one could ask: do we really 

need to sit down at a Passover Seder every year? Isn’t 

once in a while enough? We recite the Seder ritual every 

year, not because it has changed, but we have. The Seder 

is the most visceral of the Jewish holidays in some ways, 

because it asks us not to recite history, but to form 

memories - to build the collective memory muscle of 

what it means to transform into the Jewish people. 

Whether you are sitting here this morning having been 

born Jewish, having embraced Judaism, or because you 

love someone who is Jewish, you are part of this Jewish 

family. And each family has its unique origin story that 

help us understand, view, and make sense of the world. 

 

These Passover Seder meals are the first since Oct 7 

where the symbols of bondage once again get to be 

symbols rather than literal interpretations. These are the 

first Seders where hostages are not being held in 

captivity in Gaza. For two years, when we speak of 

captivity, we knew that at that very moment, Israelis, 

Americans, and others were being held in unimaginable 

conditions by those who have vowed to destroy the 

Jewish state. The words regarding bondage were sharp 

and deeply bitter on our tongues, as Rachel Goldberg 

Pollin, a brilliant Jewish educator and the mother of slain 

hostage Hersch Goldberg Pollin teaches about each 

holiday just before it arrives. This year, regarding 

Passover, she invited us to let the symbols once again be 

just that, symbols, and release a bit of the bitterness we 

may have felt these past years. And, Rachel teaches us to 

focus on the wisdom of the rabbis of 2000 years ago in 

how they constructed the words and content of the Seder 

so whether in times of confidence or times of struggle, 

the format of the Seder interlaces joy with sadness into 

the fabric of the seder. That even at a holiday focused on 

liberation, on looking forward, on hope, there is 

bitterness as well. We discuss the bitterness of slavery, 

and then we literally ingest bitterness, dipping parsley 

into saltwater, eating slices of horseradish that make our 

eyes sting or tear up. We do this not despite the joy of 

liberation, but alongside it. And that Hillel sandwich, the 

one where the charoset and the marror - the sharp 

horseradish interacts; we are supposed to make sure we 

can still taste the horseradish, and even better if it brings 

tears to our eyes. 

 

Yes, our slavery has ended, and yes, we are becoming a 

self-determining people, and yes, we are a community 

that cares for one another, but every moment, whether 

collectively or individually, people are in pain. Our 

hearts are with our dear friends and families in Israel as 

they navigate cluster bombs and terrifying attacks. Our 

hearts are with friends navigating personal struggles, 

illnesses, and disappointments here at home. And yet we 

also keep returning. We return to ritual, we return to 

themes of hope, even if emotionally we are not quite 

there when we sit down to start a Seder. As part of the 

Seder, we sing the Song Dayenu - the song that 

translates into it would be enough. This song is 

essentially a gratitude journal, and by the end of this 

song if we sing all the verses - so perhaps by the 8th or 

9th round of Dayenu - perhaps we will have found ways 

to make peace with the moment, to feel gratitude? 

Rachel speaks about this poignantly when it comes to 

Dayenu. I understand that those in ABI’s Jewish 

Learning series studied Dayenu recently. Understanding 

the literal words of the song, if only God had parted the 

Sea, but we had not gotten to dry land, it would have 

been enough. We would have found another way to get 

to Freedom. Rachel goes one step further, asking how do 

we make peace in our own lives for what we have - what 

is enough? Her son Hirsch was only 23 when he died. Of 

course, hers and all our hearts, yearn for her and the 

world to have had more time with him. And yet, when 

she sings this song at her Seder, she makes some sort of 

peace with the time she did have. She only had him for 

23 years, but she had him. She also offers this wisdom of 

the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasidic Judaism: the 

idea is that each of us is only put on this earth for one 

reason-- to do one particular act of kindness for one 

particular person and that is it. And once that act is 

completed, we have fulfilled our purpose. Rachel truly 

believes that Hirsh had managed to do his act of hesed, 

of kindness, and that it was Dayenu. 

 

If nothing else, this feels like a message we can take into 

this new post-Passover year. What is our hesed, our 

kindness, and for whom can we do it? Since we do not 

know our specific mission, we just need to offer 

generosity and kindness as often and as much as we can 

to make ourselves a blessing in this world. And for that, 

we can hope and deeply believe that if we do so, we can 

find ourselves, next year - to celebrate in Jerusalem - we 

will be celebrating in Jerusalem. 
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SCAM AVOIDED 
By Ritual Director, Mark Jaffee 

An attempted scam on Agudath B’nai Israel was 

avoided recently thanks to our contacts with the Jewish 

Federation of North America (JFNA) in New York. On 

February 26, I received an email from a gentleman 

who identified himself as Chapan Asiago and claimed 

to be a representative of a Jewish congregation in Kisii 

County in southwestern Kenya. He wrote: 

“Shalom, 
Warm greetings to you from the Kisii Jewish Community in 
Kenya. 
My name is Chapan Asiago, and I write to you on behalf of our 
growing Jewish community of approximately 5,000 members 
spread across nearby counties here in Kenya. Some among us 
are Jewish by birth, while others have joined and are sincerely 
committed to living a Jewish life. Together, we faithfully observe 
Shabbat and seek to walk in the ways of Torah with devotion and 
reverence. 
 

As our community continues to grow, we deeply yearn to 
strengthen our understanding of Torah, Jewish law, traditions, 
Hebrew learning, and the richness of Jewish culture. We 
recognize and respect the generations of wisdom preserved 
within established Jewish communities such as yours, and we 
humbly express our sincere desire to build a meaningful 
relationship with you. 
 
It would be a great honor to learn from your synagogue — 
whether through Torah study opportunities, virtual teachings, 
guidance from rabbis, educational resources, or cultural 
exchange. Our hope is to grow in authentic Jewish practice and 
remain connected with the wider Jewish world as part of Am 
Yisrael. 
 
Though the distance between us is great, we believe that shared 
faith, shared heritage, and modern communication can bring us 
closer together. We would be grateful for the opportunity to 
connect, introduce ourselves further, and explore how we might 
learn from and support one another. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward with 
hope to hearing from you. 
 
With respect and blessings, 
Chapan Asiago 
Kisii Jewish Community Kenya” 
 
I googled “Kenyan Jews” and discovered that his 

claims were credible. He seemed very sincere, and I 

wrote back telling him we would be happy to 

collaborate with them and learn from each other. I 

invited him and his congregation to Zoom into our 

Shabbat services and Exploring Jewish Thought 
presentations. He attended several of our Shabbat 

services via Zoom and Rabbi Jacob’s talk about 

Dayenu. We had several very pleasant 

correspondences. He requested that members of our 

congregation and members of his congregation have a 

Zoom session to give us all a chance to meet each other. 

We set up the Zoom meeting, and Arnie Milner, Sheila 

Evenchik, Phil Goldberg, and I logged in. The man 

who identified himself as Chapan Asiago was with 

approximately 50 others sitting behind him. Several of 

the others greeted us in Swahili and Mr. Asiago 

translated, two teenagers also greeted us in English. All 

of them asked that we pray for them. Then a dozen 

teenagers sang several songs for us, and we were very 

impressed with their enthusiasm. Mr. Asiago came 

back on and told us about the hardships they were 

facing because of the violent attacks on their Muslim 

neighbors. He told us that due to many of the 

community’s entrepreneurs, farmers, and their last 

Rabbi being killed, they are dealing with feeding and 

caring for about 500 orphans. We expressed our 

concerns for them, our readiness to offer prayers, and 

that we would try to provide them financial support, to 

the best of our ability. 

Following this session, I telephoned our contact, 

Edward Finkel at JFNA. He told me that he was 

unaware of any support JFNA or other organizations 

with which JFNA is working in the Kisii Jewish 

community. He contacted the appropriate people and 

wrote back to me two days later. I was shocked by his 

report! 

He wrote:  

“I am forwarding onto you the reply I received from my colleague 
Tehila Reuben, Deputy Director, Masorti Olami, inquiring about 
the Kisii Community on your behalf. Masorti Olami confirms this 
is fraudulent and recommends you not engage further. Below 
you will see correspondence shared with Masorti (global 
Conservative Movement synagogue communities). Any 
questions, please be in touch with Tehila Reuben copied in this 
email.” 
 

Here is the correspondence from Tehila Reuben: 

“Rabbi Mauricio asked me to reply, as I work very closely with 
our communities in Africa. Unfortunately, this is fraud, and we do 
not recommend engaging. Below you will see the email we sent 
out to all our communities, since they reached out to hundreds or 
people about this. I’ll also include what Rabbi Gershom Sizomu, 
the Chief Rabbi of the Abayudaya told me, as well as one of the 
leaders of our Masorti community in Kenya. 
Please feel free to be in touch if you have any more questions.” 
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Email we sent in Feb. to Masorti Olami communities: 

“Dear friends, 
It has come to our attention that many of our community leaders, 
board members, and partner organizations have recently 
received emails from an individual named Brian Okemwa, similar 
to the message included below. Masorti Olami would like to 
formally advise you not to engage with these messages. Brian 
has been contacting numerous Masorti/Conservative 
communities and individuals worldwide. For clarity, we have one 
recognized community in Kenya: 
https://masortiolami.org/connect/kehillat-israel-kasuku-kenya 
 
The community Brian claims to represent is not recognized by 
anyone in Kenya, nor by Masorti Olami. After checking with our 
Kenyan community, they confirmed that they do not know him or 
his group and suspect the outreach to be spam. Thank you to all 
who reached out to inquire about this request, and we appreciate 
your cooperation. 
 
All the best, 
Tehila” 
 

Email from one of the community leaders in our 

Masorti community in Kenya: 

“I am writing to share some concerns regarding an individual 
claiming to represent a ‘Kisii Jewish Community.’ We have noted 
that the leader of this group, who previously identified himself as 
Brian Okemwa, is now referring to himself as Chapan Asiago. 
This inconsistency suggests that the individual may be 
attempting to leverage established organizations for personal 
benefit rather than for the good of an actual community. 

As leaders within the Kenya Jewish Community, we want to 
clarify that we have no record or knowledge of this group's 
existence. Furthermore, several members of our own community 
and board are originally from the Kisii region, and they have 
confirmed that they are unaware of any such organized Jewish 
community there. 
We would advise our partners and friends to proceed with 
extreme caution if approached by this group or its leadership, as 
they are not recognized by the established community here in 
Kenya. 
  
Best regards, 
Daniel Njogu” 
 

Note from Rabbi Gershom Sizomu: 

“Tehila, it is difficult to imagine a community of 5,000 people with 
an active religious life tracing back to Ethiopian Jewry without 
attracting public attention. Who is their leader, and how did he 
come to hold that role? How many synagogues do they have, 
and how is their religious life guided? Who leads each 
synagogue, and how did those leaders emerge? 
One common feature of fraud is the exploitation of vulnerability 
(orphans, widows, etc.)” 
 

In conclusion, we have severed all 

communication with the man who calls himself 

Chapan Asiago. 

------------------------------------------------------------- 

“He that cannot endure the bad, 
will not live to see the good.” 

Jewish Proverb

  

https://masortiolami.org/connect/kehillat-israel-kasuku-kenya
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TRIBUTE & MEMORIAL DONATIONS - September 2025 – April 2026

 
BUILDING FUND 

In memory of: Marvin Wyman by brother Scott 

Wyman*Ken Goodman by wife Bette Goodman, 

daughter Ferne Goodman, children Michael & Lee 

Goodman*Bob Kessler by Bette Goodman, Debra 

Bright, Susie Frankle*Cindy Sokol by Bette 

Goodman*Linda & Ed Wexler by Joni Gary*Pearl 

Rothman by daughter Joni Gary*Bill Rothman by sister 

Joni Gary*Frank Gary by Jim Gary 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

In memory of: Alan Klein by wife Sunny Klein 

*Joe  Guserov by Sol Sepsenwol*Dr. Phillip Reichek 

by son Ed Reichek 

FANNIE FREEDMAN EDUCATION FUND 

In memory of: Dr. Robert Freedman by son David 

Freedman and children, Carol & Richard Freedman*Lois 

Freedman by son David Freedman & daughter Carol 

Freedman Fine*Henry Hillel Berg by children Paul & 

Elaine Berg*Bill Givner by children Joel & Lisa 

Givner*Fannie Freedman by granddaughters Carol 

Freedman Fine & Lisa Freedman Keating, Sol 

Sepsenwol*Barnie Freedman by granddaughter Carol 

Freedman Fine, Sol Sepsenwol*Gerald Freedman by 

niece Carol Freedman Fine, Leah D. Sepsenwol, & Sol 

Sepsenwol 

GENERAL (OPERATING) FUND 

In memory of: Eli & Jeanne Bloomstein by children 

Marc & Linda Bloomstein*Meyer Goldberg by sons 

Philip & Neil Goldberg*Lyubov Minkina by children 

Sophia & Anatoly Offengenden*Sol & Sylvia Dinn by 

son Irwin Dinn*Norman Epstein by daughter Carol 

Dressner*Marvon Deitch by daughter Doris Deitch 

Mowery*Geraldine Ecker by Kathy Hodrosky*The 

Honorable Joe Zieba by children Joellen & Lowell 

Kessler*Bob & Dove Kessler by children Lowell & 

Joellen Kessler*Martha Gross by sons Bob Gross and 

Jim Gross*Art & Aileen London by daughter Jill 

London*George Jacoby by daughter Leslie Jacoby 

White*Ben Gross by son Bob Gross 

Donation by: Lorain Jewish Welfare Fund 

 
FRANCES S. GOLDBERG HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND 

In honor of: Arnie Milner by Sally & David Cunix, 

Sue & Terry Lang*Arnie, Mark & Staff for 

keeping ABI alive by Elliot Rosen*Arnie Milner 

receiving an honorarium at the memorial service at 

Kol Israel Cemetery Sept. 28th 2025 by Jack & Teri 

Milner, Gail & Steve Smith, Allen & Fran Spike 

In memory of: Kelly Kaplansky by daughter Jan 

Kaplansky Beaves*Barbara Friedman Milner by 

husband Arnie Milner*Diane Britt’s brother Randy 

by Susie Frankle*Gary London by Susie 

Frankle*Hy Goldberg by Sol Sepsenwol*Marilyn 

Gelman by husband Alvin Gelman*Doris & 

Benjamin Gelman by son Alvin Gelman*Ilona 

Messinger by daughter Stephanie Gould*Emery 

Dobo by son Tom Dobo*Emery & Barbara Dobo 

by daughter Susan Dobo, and children Stephan & 

Judith Dobo*Sanford & Thelma Slutzker by 

children Sue & Terry Lang*Steve Slutzker by sister 

Sue Lang*Erwin Froman by Carolee & Dan 

Asia*Marvin Wyman by daughter Beth Wyman 

Tully*Mayer Prayzer by children Morris & 

Christina Prayzer* Jim Gould by wife Stephanie 

Gould  

 

Donations by: Mike & Barbara Bass to Holocaust 

education fund*Lorain Jewish Welfare fund 

RUTH & ITZIE SEPSENWOL MATZOH FUND 

In memory of: Henry Hillel Berg, Carol Crane, 

Max Mayer, Goldie Mayer, Emma Hyman, Abe 

Haas, Susan Sepsenwol, Pauline Shiff, Ignace 

Mayer, Robert Shiff, Pearl Jacoby, Helen Mayer, 

Nathan Sepsenwol, mother Ruth Sepsenwol, 

Elizabeth Weiss Mayer, Esther Gittelson Mayer, 

Joe Mayer, & Hy Shiff by Sol Sepsenwol*Pearl 

Jacoby, Ignace Mayer, & Esther Gittelson Mayer 

by Leah D. Sepsenwol  

In  honor of: Leah D. Sepsenwol’s special birthday 

by Carol Freedman Fine 

 

JONATHAN KLEIN MEMORIALSCHOLARSHIP 

In memory of: father Nathan Margolis and brother 

Joel Jefferey Margolis by Jennifer & Lior Rusinek, 

Alex & Chase, Michelle & Jake, Sienna & Jacob 
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LORAIN JEWISH RELIEF EMERGENCY FUND 

In memory of: Michael Simonoff by father Jerry 

Simonoff*Bernie Slovut by wife Ginger Slovut*Louis 

Rothman by daughter Joni Gary*Irving Gilman by son 

Andrew Gilman*Sy & Geraldine Statman by daughter 

Nancy Statman Litvak*parents Sanford & Thelma 

Slutzker, brother Steve Slutzker by Sue & Terry Lang* 

of loved ones by Joan Waldman*Agnes Deitch by 

daughter Doris Deitch Mowery*Sanford Stromberg by 

wife Beverly Stromberg*Carl & Ann Roth by son 

Eugene Roth *loved ones by Benjamin & Julie 

Levin*Esther Rosen by children Elliot & Tammy Rosen, 

daughter Lynn Rosen*Susan Cooper by Ron Alpern & 

Pam Knapp*Jeannette Goodman by daughter Beverly 

Stromberg*Arthur and Harriet Kaplansky by nephew 

Paul Kaplansky*Lillian and Paul Kaplansky  by 

grandson Paul Kaplansky*Kelly Kaplansky by son Paul 

Kaplansky*Ann Bomberg Roth by son Gene Roth 

*Paul Meltzer by daughter Marilyn Klein*Geraldine 

Ecker & Ralph Stillman by Rise Stillman & 

family*Ted  Ecker by wife Julia Ecker*Sanford 

Evenchik by Jeff-Fine*Karen Kaplansky by brother 

Paul Kaplansky*Morris Flignor & Bertha Flignor 

Statman by daughter Susan Flignor Sier *Dr. Dave 

Dobrow by son Mark Dobrow*Jean Jaffee by children 

Mark & Kathy Jaffee*Frances E. Goldberg by son 

Philip Goldberg*Hyman Goldberg by daughter Sharon 

Goldberg*Neil Levit  by daughter Erica Levit Beiriger 

In honor of: Mark & Kathy Jaffee by Roger & Judy 

Laushman*Jane Slutzker’s recovery, Nancy Epstein’s 

80th birthday and Ellen Dispenza’s 75th birthday by Sue 

and Terry Lang* 

 

Donations by: Lorain Jewish Welfare Fund *donations 

on behalf of ABI by Forest Colegrove and Dennis & 

Cheryl Kershaw 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In memory of: Emery & Barbara Dobo by daughter 

Susan Dobo 

SISTERHOOD FLOWER FUND 

In memory of: Ilona & Ernest Weiss by Joshua & 

Marjorie Weiss*Ted Ecker and William & Lillie 

Lane by Jullia Ecker*Thelma, Sanford, Steve 

Roger, Rena & Cathy by Sue & Terry Lang*beloved 

parents Ruth & Ted Jacobs, Sylvia & Ivan Smith, 

and Harriet Levin*Joseph Carrick by Janice 

Carrick*Howard Rosell, and Arthur & Cella 

Deitch by Roberta Rosell 

In honor of: Arnie Milner’s many years of service 

to ABI and Holocaust education by Kathy & Mark 

Jaffee*Dominique Steingel by Blythe Steingel  

MARK JACOBY KIDDUSH FUND 

In memory of: Sanford Stromberg by daughter 

Ellyn Lissek*Natalee Berger by Irwin Dinn, 

Sol*Bill Jacoby by brother Norman Jacoby*Pearl 

Jacoby by Sol Sepsenwol*Joseph Globerman by 

daughter Esther Givner*Dr. Sol Flignor by daughter 

Candy Flignor Geller*Henry  Jacoby by son 

Norman Jacoby*Abe Haas by Paul Kaplansky*Joe 

Folberg by Sol Sepsenwol*Steve Bornstein by Sol 

Sepsenwol*Jack Jacoby by brother Norman 

Jacoby*Mike Kaplansky by nephew Paul 

Kaplansky*Judge & Mrs. Zieba, Bob & Dove 

Kessler by children Lowell & Joellen Kessler 

*George  Stern Jacoby by Leah D. Sepsenwol & 

Sol Sepsenwol*Anna Globerman Hechtman by 

daughter Esther Givner*Philip Kaplansky by son 

Paul Kaplansky*Sol Shiff, Ernest Mayer, Morris 

Mayer by Sol Sepsenwol*June Ondo by Ellen & 

Richard & family 

In appreciation of: Sheila Evenchik & Mark Jaffee 

by Ellen & Richard & family
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Shavuot, Mother's Day, the Omer Count, and 
Antisemitism 
by John Wiseman 

This past Sunday I was traveling to visit my family in 
Columbus, Ohio. It is always nice to connect with 
family, and even better when it is Mother’s Day. Every 
year on my Birthday, my mom reminds me that I should 
be thankful that she kept her legs crossed for an entire 
day so that I would not be an April Fool. Every year on 
Mother’s Day, I thank her for this. 

As is always the case, Mother’s Day occurs in the 
middle of the Omer Count. This year feels a little 
different. There is a surge in anxiety, albeit well 
deserved, among our people. Violence directed toward 
Jews, even for those of us who have not directly 
experienced it, is an all-too-common topic of 
conversation. The times are most definitely changing. 
And yet, things are the same, like we have seen this 
movie before. As the wisest human in mankind's history 
wrote in Kohelet, there is “nothing new under the sun.” 

Something caught me off guard this year. On my way 
back from Columbus, I filled my car with gas in 
Ashland, Ohio. There I met a man named Scott from 
Memphis, Tennessee. I annoyed him by trying to make 
friends with his dog as he let the animal walk a bit 
before he filled his tank. Realizing that he was not in the 
mood to be friendly, I turned back to my own private 
business. He called to me, and he asked if that was 
indeed a Kippah on top of my head. I was taken aback 
and not quite certain if the encounter was going to 
quickly turn sour. I answered that it was, and 
congratulated him sincerely on getting the word right, 
He responded that he was a member of our Tribe. 

What followed was a conversation about the state of the 
world today. He was filled with anxiety. He mentioned 
that he had been Bar Mitzvahed decades previously, but 
had not really been back to Shul since. (He must have 
heard Arnie's joke, as he seems to be living it.) So here 
we were, two Jews in Ashland Ohio, neither of us close 
to home. One who has done what he could to appear as 
assimilated as possible, and the other trying to let the 
world know exactly what nation to which he belongs. 
Scott was nearly in tears, wondering what was 
happening in the world, and asking why nothing 
seemed to be making sense any more. 

Gas station conversations tend to be short. I have a 
significant other, who politely let me know, that it was 
time to get moving. So, my last bit of wisdom for him 
was that everything that we are seeing today, is 
happening exactly as we have been told it would in our 
Tanach. Further, we have been assured that the Jewish 
People will not only survive, but will ultimately thrive. 
Indeed, this is a great source of strength and comfort 
for me. I can only hope that is for all our people. I find it 
both ironic and the only possible realty that the man 
who could pass for a gentile felt a crippling anxiety, 
While the man trying his best to be identified as a Jew 
felt at ease with the world, even during these turbulent 
times. 

In less than two weeks, we will celebrate Shavuot, the 
Festival commemorating our nation's receipt of the 
Torah, we will all be in Shul, trying to recreate the 
experience our forebears had when hearing the Ten 
Commandments for the first time. 

Between Pesach and Shavuot is our Forty-Nine-day 
count of the Omer. This is a time when we try to clean 
up our spiritual selves to gain a spiritual height worthy 
of receiving the Torah. 

Mother's Day this year fell on the Thirty Eighth day of 
the Omer. This day is the aspect of our spiritual 
homework known as Tiferet Shebbe Yisod. Roughly 
translated, Tiferet Shebbe Yisod means, or can mean, 
the beauty of connection. I hope that in our brief 
connection at a gas station in central Ohio, I was able to 
help Scott in some way, to remind him that he has a 
family of about fifteen million people in the world today, 
and that he is loved. One of the stipulations of our 
survival as a family is that we are going to stick 
together, even and especially with those who may 
irritate us from time to time. 

Barukh atah, A-donai E-loheinu, Melekh Ha-ʿolam, 

asher qid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu ʿal S'firat Ha-

ʿomer. 
 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, 

King of the Universe, Who has 

sanctified us with His 

commandments and commanded 

us to count the Omer. 
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